390                  TWO FOREIGN POLICIES.           CH, xx^.

rendered their charter to the Crown.1 A few months later the
26i7. old company was restored to its original privileges.2
Reaction James did not, indeed, resign his intention of at-
company. tempting to change the course of trade, though he
found that it was impossible, at the moment, to carry out
his designs. Unhappily, his pretensions, which had been so
injurious to the individual interests of his subjects, though
so thoroughly in accordance with their theoretical principles,
had also served to diminish the good understanding which
ought always to have prevailed between England and the
States.

During these alternations of friendliness and jealousy towards
the Dutch, the arrangements for an alliance with Spain had
March 1616 n steac^ty progressing. When Digby returned to
Digby's " England in March 1616, after giving James full in-
advica. formation on the relations between Somerset and the
Spanish Court, he reminded him that as the King of Spain
could do nothing" without the approval of the Pope, he was
not himself able to dispose of his daughter's hand. For this
reason, he said, it would be better to seek a German wife for
the Prince, as a German husband had been sought for his sister.
James was so pleased with the openness and sagacity of the
young ambassador that he admitted him to the Privy Council,
and conferred upon him the office of Vice-Chamberlain, which
would give him constant access to his person.3

In spite of his hesitations, however, James carried out the
engagement which he had made with Sarmiento in January,4
A H] that he would put an end to the negotiation for a
TheFrecnii French marriage. In April he made a statement
beaSfento to tne Council of the inconveniences of the French
off-               alliance. In fact, it was not difficult to make out

a case against it    The Princes of the Blood, headed by the
Prince of Conde, had taken  advantage of the unpopularity

1  Council Register, Jan. 9, 1617.
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